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Dear, 

 

On behalf of the Board of the Murrumbidgee Country Club, I am writing to inquire as to whether you would 

be prepared to advise or assist us in progressing a residential development proposal through the ACT 

Government.     

 

Murrumbidgee is Tuggeranong’s only golf club.  It aims to be a low-cost golf club which provides 

membership options affordable to all members of the community.  The Club currently has 900 playing 

members as well as an additional 100 social members who regularly utilise the Club’s facilities, restaurant 

and walking trails.  The Club makes important economic, environmental and social contributions to the 

entire Tuggeranong community.   

 

As with many small clubs, Murrumbidgee is under continuing financial pressure.  The Club’s facilities and 

infrastructure are now nearing 30 years old and require investment.  The Club has long recognised that a 

significant investment would be required to ensure its longer-term financial viability.  Hence, in 2013, with 

ACT Government support, we commissioned a feasibility study to identify potential development sites 

which could generate revenue for the Club.   

 

The Club identified the following objectives for any potential development:  

• to generate funding to ensure the longer-term financial viability of the golf club  

• to provide additional residential and community infrastructure on currently unused land without 

compromising existing facilities, and with minimum disruption to neighbours. 

• whilst respecting and protecting the residential and lifestyle amenity of the local precinct 

• and protecting and enhancing the existing course and facilities for members. 

 

In March 2018, we lodged a Planning Report with the Environment Planning and Sustainable Development 

Directorate (EPSDD) seeking to rezone three parcels of land for residential use.  Two of these sites do not 

form part of the playable land on the golf course (the third contains the Club’s public driving range) and 

their removal from the golf course will not impact the operation of the 18-hole course.   

• Site 1 Learmonth Drive – the rezoning of a 6.5-hectare site on the south-east portion of the golf 

club along Learmonth Drive will provide for up to 46 detached single dwelling blocks of up to 600 

m2.  The development would include parklands and trails for community use comprising around 

half of this site 

• Site 2 Drysdale Circuit – Just under 1 hectare in size on the corners of Drysdale and Crozier Circuits.  

The site can accommodate under to 30 units.   

• Site 3 Kambah Pool Road – this site of approximately 3.8 hectares contains the current golf driving 

range and cart storage facilities.  Subject to consideration of the impact on the golfing facilities and 



further member approval, this site could provide for detached single dwelling blocks plus multi-unit 

housing. 

 

 

The Planning Report was based on a Scoping Document provided by EPSDD.  It was also informed by 

extensive consultation undertaken with a range of community groups.  As a result of this consultation, a 

number of changes were made to original plans.  Whilst these compromises reduced the potential financial 

yield to the Club, there were made in the spirit of ensuring that our objective of respecting and protecting 

the residential and lifestyle amenity of the local precinct was met.   

 

The Club funded the preparation of the Planning Report through the issue of 23 options to individuals who, 

in support of the proposed development have purchased “at risk” non-refundable options for first right to 

purchase one of the proposed Learmonth Drive blocks at valuation price if and when it proceeds.     

 

A copy of the Planning Report, and related documents, is available on the Club’s website at 

https://www.murrumbidgeegolf.com.au/residential-development/. 

 

We have addressed minority community concerns, but we still await formal EPSDD endorsement for the 

rezoning before proceeding to apply for removal of the concessional status of our lease.  We would then 

proceed with preparation of necessary development applications.   

 

In October 2018, club representatives were advised of an ACT wide review of concessional leases which 

would delay consideration of our Planning Report for some months.  It has now been over 22 months since 

our application was lodged.  Despite ongoing requests, we have been unable to ascertain if and when our 

Planning Report will be considered.  We now believe that we may need to explore a relationship with an 

organisation more able to progress this development opportunity to mutual benefit. 

 

This matter is now becoming critical.  The Club incurred an operating loss last financial year and whilst we 

had budgeted to break even this financial year, the ongoing drought has meant that we now need to 

purchase potable water to maintain the golf course at significant cost.     

 

We would therefore appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and discuss any partnership 

opportunities which would assist us in progressing our application.   Mr Ron Shepherd is the chairman of 

the Club’s Development Committee and can be contacted on devcommittee@murrumbidgeegolf.com.au 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Dean Hill 

Club President 
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