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Sat 6 Jun 2009

Fellow Members

We’ve all seen the effects on our course of continuing low rainfall over the last year or two. Several of us have had ideas for improving our water situation and as individuals, promoted them. But it became apparent that the complexities demanded a disciplined unified approach, and so we joined together into the Works and Development Group (WDG).
Role

The WDG’s role is to:
· Propose and evaluate new capital works for MCC
· To assist the Director of Golf and the Course Superintendent in assessing all necessary course works, and in the preparation and execution of achievable Works Programmes for them.
Membership

WDG members are:
Club President Ron Shepherd, Club General Manager (Warren James), Director of Golf (Ross Lee)
Vince Patulny (Group Chair), Rod Brown, Fred MacDonald, Bob Harvey, Bill Miller, Glen Lance

Graeme (Phantom) Walker, Cary Reynolds.
The Group encompasses a broad range of skills, including computing, advertising, civil engineering, and general administration. It held its first meeting on Mon 18 May 2009.
Direction
So what has the group done since 18 May ?
It will be a long road to achieve a course condition of which we can boast, but that is our aim, and with determination, energy, pro activism, and members’ support, we believe that is possible. Along the way particular skills and resources will be needed and hopefully these will be found among our members.
The ACT Government is not unsympathetic to our water problems and is prepared to support the “right” proposal(s). Following a recent June 5 meeting we had with them, where all our perceived options were discussed, the most promising to emerge is the construction of a water pipeline from the Murrumbidgee River to our 5th hole dam. The preliminary pipeline route would pass through a private lease and accommodation would have to be reached with the owner. On the regulatory side the most difficult bureaucratic obstacles would seem to be surmountable, and the Group is now ready to start building a business plan to persuade the MCC Board of the proposal’s worth.
As the Group moves forward and there is progress, members will be further informed.
Vince Patulny
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